
 

Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 
HM Treasury Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London 
SW1A 2HQ 
 

2nd November 2022 

Dear Chancellor, 

I am writing to you on behalf of Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems to welcome your 

decision to increase alcohol duty in line with inflation. 

Alcohol harm has enormous health, social and economic costs and is one of Scotland’s (and 

the UK’s) most pervasive public health challenges – with 1,245 alcohol-related deaths in 

Scotland alone in 2021. Deaths from alcohol increased by 19% across the UK in 2020 and 

are currently at record high rates – costing the UK at least £27 billion ever year.  

The level of alcohol harm is directly linked to its affordability: the cheaper alcohol is, the 

more is consumed, and therefore the more harm caused. Evidence indicates that previous 

alcohol duty freezes have increased the affordability of alcohol and have resulted in 

increased alcohol-related harms. It is estimated that cuts and freezes to alcohol duty from 

2012-2019 have led to over 250 additional deaths and 4,500 hospital admissions in Scotland 

and almost 2,000 additional deaths and over 61,000 hospital admissions in England. 

Increasing alcohol duty has been highlighted by the World Health Organization as one of the 

most cost-effective measures to tackle alcohol harm, reduce alcohol-attributed cancers, and 

death rates, as well as providing other public health benefits such as reducing obesity. 

This is why the decision to increase alcohol duty in line with inflation is an essential public 

health measure - which will result in the avoidance of a significant further increase in alcohol-

related harms and, by reducing these harms, will alleviate pressures on our over-stretched 

health service. Alcohol duty cuts and freezes disproportionately benefit the off trade, rather 

than the hospitality sector. The planned reforms will also help to prevent supermarkets and 

shops undercutting alcohol prices in pubs and restaurants and further contributing to the 

increasing harms attributable to drinking at home in the UK, while benefiting the hospitality 

sector.  

With the cost of most products rising in the UK, it is crucial that alcohol – a harmful and non-

essential product that has enjoyed real-term tax reductions for a decade – pays for the 

damage it causes and contributes crucial funds to the public purse. 

We would like to again welcome your decision to increase alcohol duty in line with inflation, 

and would encourage you to consider committing to ensuring that alcohol increases in line 

with inflation every year to automatically maintain its relative affordability and reduce harms. 

During the current economic climate, the health of our nation and the ability to fund our 

much-needed public services must be prioritised over duty cuts to reduce spend by large 

corporations. It is more important now than ever to ensure we are doing everything we can 

to tackle alcohol harms in the UK. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Alastair MacGilchrist, SHAAP Chair  


