
 

Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service:  20 October – 27 October 2022 

 

NEWS 

Calls for ban on alcohol displays for Christmas 

Campaigners fighting to prevent prominent wine and beer promotions after advent calendars and 

biscuits relegated in anti-obesity drive (The Telegraph, 23 October).  

Clubbers are buying alcohol from supermarkets to save money 

Clubbers on a night out are increasingly skipping the early evening visit to the pub and “pre-loading” 

on cheaper supermarket drink to save money before heading straight to the nightclub (The Times, 

24 October).  

Shops caught selling alcohol to children as young as 15 

Retailers in North Yorkshire are being warned about the implications of selling alcohol to children, 

after dozens were caught out (itv news, 21 October).  

Wine O’clock blamed for increase in liver disease 

Alcohol and excess weight are two of the largest risk factors for the disease which has seen a 40 per 

cent increase in deaths (The Telegraph, 27 October).  

Half of North East adults drink enough to raise their cancer risk 

Campaigners and top medics have warned people in the North East drink enough to raise their risk 

of cancer (Chronicle Live, 21 October).  

Petition to save pubs nears 150,000 signatures 

Nearly 150,000 members of the public have signed a petition calling on the government to take 

action to save the struggling pub sector (The Caterer, 25 October).  

Alcohol sales allowed from 10.30am on Sundays in Ireland 

Supermarkets and off-licences will be able to sell alcohol from 10.30am on Sundays under reforms to 

licence hours to be discussed by Cabinet (Independent.ie, 25 October).  

Severe alcohol-related hospitalisations on the rise in Australia 

With alcohol-induced deaths at their highest rate in 10 years, one doctor says a quarter of his 

hospital’s ICU resources are being used to treat the illness (The Guardian, 25 October).  

Electronic scooter drunken-driving cases rise sharply in Japan 

Japan has recently seen a sharp increase in the number of people being caught riding electric 
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scooters under the influence of alcohol, amid the growing popularity of the vehicles (The Japan 

Times, 24 October).   

Celebrity News 

The actress and presenter Tamzin Outhwaite has opened up about how the perimenopause has 

changed her relationship with alcohol (yahoo life, 23 October).  

 

Views & Comments  

Breast cancer and alcohol: the elephant in the room that no one wants to talk about 
By Kathryn Elliott. Women’s Agenda, 21 October. 
“At the age of 46 when I was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2019 I had no idea that the reckless 

binge drinking behaviour I’d started as a teenager in the 1980s and continued during my adult life 

could have increased my breast cancer risk significantly.” 

Why are more people becoming sober curious? 
By Guest Writer. Prolific North. 26 October. 
“Whether it’s post-work beers or a few mimosas at brunch, drinking is very much normalised within 

our society, writes Emma Thackray, co-founder of Altrincham drink brand Hip Pop.” 

Ban gambling? Ban alcohol? Good luck with that 

By Charlie Brooks. The Telegraph, 25 October. 

“Suggested government interventions into the gambling industry are unworkable to the point of 

absurdity.” 

Scotch Whisky Association welcomes Rishi Sunak as next prime minister 
By Lucy Britner. Drinks Retailing, 24 October. 

“The Scotch Whisky Association (SWA) has congratulated Rishi Sunak on becoming the UK’s next 

prime minister.” 

‘We look forward to Sunak recognising pubs’ contribution’ 
By Nikkie Thatcher. The Morning Advertiser, 24 October. 

“Following the announcement Rishi Sunak is the new Conservative Party leader and set to be Prime 

Minister, he has been called on to support the sector.”  

Extending drinking time criticised – ‘I don’t see any benefit to this’ 
By Stephane Fernane. The Independent.ie, 25 October. 

“Alcohol Action Ireland (AAI) member Paddy Creedon criticised Justice Minister Helen McEntee’s 

efforts to seek longer opening hours for nightclubs and pubs.” 

Extension of alcohol licensing laws regressive and harmful, IMO says 

By Michelle Devane, PA. The Belfast Telegraph, 26 October. 

“Proposed new laws would allow pubs open from 10.30am to 12.30am, seven days a week, while 

nightclubs could open until 6am.” 

Paying £7 for a pint of beer will become ‘the norm rather than the exception’ 
By Gergana Krasteva. Metro, 26 October. 

“A pint of beer could become ‘a relative luxury’ for a lot of Brits after Jeremy Hunt decided to axe the 

alcohol duty freeze.” 
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When it comes to addiction, Americans’ word choices are part of the problem 

By Lev Facher. STAT News, 26 October. 

“Who gets better medical care in the United States: “addicts,” or “people with substance use 

disorders”?” 

David, Goliath and beer 

By Brett Goldhawn. FMCG CEO, 21 October. 

“Brett Goldhawk challenges the widely held notion that global drinks giants are a threat to the future 

of craft brewers.” 

Susannah Constantine on how her alcoholism brought her back to reality 

By The Newsroom. News Letter, 22 October. 

“The broadcaster and writer reveals how she found purpose in her privileged life.” 

 

 

Blogs 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder : It’s not all about the face! 

In this blog post, Dr Christopher Steer looks at the history of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, how 

the diagnosis has progressed beyond the physical characteristics of the individual and highlights the 

importance of raising awareness, providing support and offering training in the future. 

(SHAAP, 25 October) 

“Pub-ageddon!” How alcohol licensing changes during COVID-19 lockdown were portrayed in UK 

news media 

Changes in alcohol licensing throughout the COVID lockdowns were portrayed by the UK media in 

different ways as the pandemic developed. Generally this moved from highlighting the on-trade as 

risky spaces and a threat to social disorder, to highlighting the risk of continued closure to the 

hospitality industry. Dr Joanna Reynolds tracks these changes. 

(Institute of Alcohol Studies, 26 October) 

Laura’s story: Giving up alcohol is an act of rebellion 

Before becoming alcohol free, Laura had a toxic relationship with alcohol. 

(Alcohol Change UK, October 2022) 

 

Watch/Listen  

Alcohol regulations and restrictions: Phil Cain 

The Independent journalist specializing in alcohol as a global health issue, Phil Cain, speaks about 

how stricter alcohol regulations and restrictions affect consumption (16min, audio).  

 

Research 

Public views on alcohol labelling  
New research asked 20 drinkers aged between 21 and 63 for their views on the effectiveness of 

labels on alcoholic drinks encouraging responsible consumption. Findings showed that people view 
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these labels as a ploy by the industry to be seen as caring and are unlikely to lead to people drinking 

less. Adapted from the British Psychological Society.  

Brief motivational intervention for alcohol-intoxicated young adults 
A new randomized clinical trial looked at the effects of a brief motivational intervention on patients 
presenting to the emergency department with alcohol intoxication reduce heavy drinking. The study 
found that brief motivational intervention maintained a statistically significant lower number of 
heavy drinking days over 1 year compared with brief advice and no effects on alcohol-related 
problems were found (doi: 10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.37563).  
 

The association between caffeine and alcohol consumption and IVF outcomes 
New research to evaluate the association between caffeine and alcohol consumption and in vitro 
fertilization (IVF) found that men undergoing fertility treatment, who have just one alcoholic drink a 
day, reduce their chances of success by almost a tenth. Women who drink the same amount also 
find their chances reduced, but by a smaller percentage (doi: 10.1111/aogs.14464). This research 
was covered by The Independent.  
 
 

https://www.bps.org.uk/news/labels-encouraging-responsible-drinking-struggle-get-message-through
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2797548
https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/aogs.14464
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/alcohol-men-fertility-success-study-b2208695.html

