
 

Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service: 19 May 2022 – 26 May 2022 

 

NEWS 

Sue Gray report further exposes drinking culture in Downing Street 
Details of drunkenness, fighting and late night parties at the heart of government have been laid 

bare in a damning report by Sue Gray - who said "senior leadership" must bear responsibility (Sky 

News, 25 May). This story was covered in The Telegraph, The Independent, ITV, The Guardian, The 

Daily Mail, The Mirror and BBC.   

Alcohol and tobacco sales rose in April despite price increases 
Sales of alcohol, tobacco and summer clothes drove an increase for retailers last month, despite 

many being forced to hike their prices (The Independent, 20 May). This story was covered in 

Bloomberg, The Evening Standard, BBC, The Times and The Glasgow Times.  

Universities will be required to introduce policies on spiking by the end of the year 

Universities are to be required to introduce policies by the end of the year to crack down on drink 

and needle spiking, amid concern about increasingly brazen attacks on students (The Guardian, 24 

May). This story was covered in Manchester Evening News, LBC, The Evening Standard and ITV.  

Alcohol-related deaths rise in Cumbria  
Charities in the ITV Border region are warning of an addiction crisis as a result of the coronavirus 

pandemic (ITV, 25 May).  

Budweiser “off track” to meet its non-alcohol sales goal 
The maker of Budweiser, Stella Artois, and Corona, said it was "off track" in reaching its goal that 

20% of its beer volume would be non-alcoholic and low-alcohol by 2025 (The Irish Examiner, 25 

May). This story was covered in The International Business Times and RTÉ.  

Diageo to open an alcohol-free lounge at Heathrow airport 

Diageo Global Travel has opened an immersive alcohol-free experiential space, called Lounge 0.0%, 

in Heathrow Airport’s Terminal 5 (The Drinks Business, 20 May).  

Calls for alcohol ban to extend to mine site executives in Australia 

Australian miners are calling for a booze ban that restricts them to four drinks a day be extended to 

their site bosses (The Daily Mail, 24 May). This story was covered in The West Australian,  

Queensland last-call law has halved early morning assaults 

Controversial Queensland laws forcing pubs and nightclubs to call last drinks at 3am contributed to a 
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significant drop in early morning assaults and had no adverse effect on hospitality businesses, a 

review of the measures has found (The Guardian, 25 May).  

Celebrity News 

SWPL side Glasgow City player Clare Shine has bravely opened up on suicidal thoughts and a struggle 

with alcohol addiction which has affected the 27-year-old during her playing career (Belfast Live, 25 

May). This story was covered in The Irish Daily Mirror, The Irish Sun and RTÉ,  

 

Views & Comments  

Alcohol marketing has crossed borders and entered the metaverse – how do we regulate 

the new digital risk? 

By Sally Casswell. The Conversation, 23 May. 

“The World Health Organization’s newly released report on regulating cross-border alcohol 

marketing raises the alarm for countries like Australia and New Zealand, given their light touch 

towards alcohol advertising.” 

Boris Johnson’s Staff ‘Got Drunk and Fought Each Other’ at Lockdown Parties 

By Dipo Faloyin. Vice, 25 May. 

“The UK Prime Minister has kind of apologised after an internal report said drunken staff had thrown 

up and shouted at cleaners at parties in and around Downing Street during COVID lockdowns.” 

Treating addictions: don't focus on tomorrow at the expense of today 

By Dr Hugh Milroy. Politics Home, 24 May. 

“From Harm to Hope is the Government’s 10-year plan to cut crime and save lives by reducing the 

supply/demand for drugs and delivering a high-quality treatment and recovery system.” 

‘I was like a carer’: The agonising reality of growing up with an alcoholic parent 

By Lydia Venn. The Tab, 23 May. 

“An estimated three million people in the UK have a parent with alcohol problems.” 

Clare Shine: ‘I want people to look at my mistakes and not make the same ones 

By Nick Ames. The Guardian, 23 May. 

“The Glasgow City and Republic of Ireland forward opens up on her drug and alcohol addiction, and 

how she found a way back.” 

 

Blogs 

Stigma is a six-letter word 

In this blog post, Michaela Jones reflects on her own lived experience of addiction and the need to 

understand stigma as more than just language. 

(SHAAP, 24 May) 

The radical choice I made as a non-drinking dater 

Whether a drinker or as a newly teetotal dater, Tori Felder didn’t have great romantic experiences, 

until a radical choice changed everything. 

(Alcohol Change UK, May 2022) 
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Why I'm so passionate about changing attitudes towards alcohol harm 

Fiyaz has been Chair of Trustees at Alcohol Change UK for over two years – appointed just as the 

pandemic hit. Here he talks about some of the key challenges during that period and beyond, and 

about his own struggles with alcohol. 

(Alcohol Change UK, May 2022) 

Does lowering my alcohol intake reduce my risk of cancer? 

In this post, Nicole Musuwo, Senior Research Interpretation Officer, and Olivia Rogers, Health 

Information Officer at World Cancer Research Fund (WCRF) look at the scientific evidence on alcohol 

and cancer, how alcohol increases the risk of cancer and ways in which you can reduce consumption. 

(Alcohol Health Alliance, 25 May) 

 

Watch/Listen  

Navigating the complexity of harm and care: a qualitative study of self-harm and alcohol use 

Watch the video of the SHAAP/SARN Alcohol Occasionals webinar, with a research presentation by 

Dr Amy Chandler and Annie Taylor and a related discussion (81 min, video).  

A Deep Dive of Family Support in Scotland (Episode 13) - SFAD 

In this episode, we speak to the report writer, Rebecca McColl (Policy and Research Assistant at 

Scottish Families) who shares with us the key findings (40 min, audio).  

'Don't be ashamed:' The message of a recovering addict to those in Cumbria struggling post covid 

"Please don't be ashamed"- the words of recovering alcoholic to others in the ITV Border region 

struggling with addiction post covid (4 min, video).  

Addiction: The Road to Recovery 

A year with people as they trial a new way to beat their drink and drug addictions (52 min, video).  

NeWater: Turning urine into beer in Singapore – BBC  
There's a new type of beer being sold at a brewery in Singapore with a very unique ingredient (2 

min, video).  

 

Research 

Online Alcohol Sales & Deliveries: A survey of young people in Scotland 

A report by Alcohol Focus Scotland presented the findings from a survey on children and young 

people surrounding their experiences of online alcohol sales, and found that 20% of respondents 

reported that either they or a friend had bought/tried to buy alcohol online (Read the report).   

‘There’s Only So Much One Person Can Do – A ‘Deep Dive’ into Family Support in Scotland’ 
New research by Scottish Families Affected by Alcohol and Drugs sought to get a better 

understanding of what family support looks like across Scotland, and observed that services felt 

underfunded and under-prioritised, with these issues exacerbated in remote and rural areas (Read 

the report).  

The effects of cannabis on alcohol and tobacco consumption 

A new study assessed trends in alcohol, nicotine and non-prescription painkillers since the 
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legalisation of cannabis in Washington state, and found that the legalisation of the drug was linked 

to a reduction in alcohol and cigarette consumption (doi: 10.1016/j.jadohealth.2022.03.006). This 

research was covered in The Independent.  

Tobacco and Alcohol Use Disorder (AUD) treatment  
A new systematic review aimed to clarify whether smoking interferes with successful treatment of 

an AUD by looking at 31 previous studies. The review concluded that tobacco smoking may have a 

negative moderating effect on the treatment of AUD (doi: 10.1093/alcalc/agac027).  

Alcohol Use Disorder (AUD) and Alcohol-Associated Liver Disease (ALD) 

Recent research looked at whether patients with AUDs who receive medical addiction therapy are 

less likely to develop ALD, and found that those who received medical addiction therapy had a 

significantly lower risk of developing ALD (doi: 10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.13014).  

https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(22)00374-3/fulltext
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