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Courts for addicted parents work. So why are they being stripped of support? 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/jul/24/courts-addicted-parents-funds-family-drug-and-

alcohol-court-children-care  

The national unit that supports the family drug and alcohol court (FDAC), an initiative that aims to 

help addicted parents and their children, will close in September because of a lack of support from 

local authorities and funding from central government.  The unit, hailed by Sir James Munby, 

president of the family division of the high court of England and Wales, as one of the most important 

developments in family justice in the last 40 years, needs £250,000 a year to survive. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 24 July 2018 

 

Avoidable death rate in Scotland highest in the UK 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-44872590  

Scotland has the highest rate of avoidable death in the UK and the figures are getting worse, BBC 

analysis has found. In 2016, the rate stood at 301 deaths per 100,000 people, compared with 287 in 

2014. North Ayrshire has the highest avoidable death rate in Scotland, while Shetland has the 

lowest. Experts blame social deprivation, with access to alcohol, tobacco and fast food also a factor. 

An avoidable death is one that may have been prevented using either healthcare or public health 

interventions. […] 

Source: BBC News, 19 July 2018 

 

Alcohol ‘sensor’ plan for drink drive offenders 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-44937633  

Devices which breath-test drivers before their cars start are being offered in County Durham in a bid 

to crack down on drink-driving. The Durham force is the first in the UK to pilot "alcohol interlocks" 

which immobilise a vehicle if the driver is over the legal alcohol limit. They will be offered to repeat 
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offenders on a voluntary basis. A suspected 285 road accidents have been linked to alcohol in 

County Durham in the last three years. […] 

Source: BBC News, 24 July 2018 

 

U-turn alcohol duty freeze boosts Treasury coffers by £86 million 

https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/72179/alcohol-duty-freeze-coffers/  

A freeze on alcohol duty has boosted the UK Treasury’s income by £86 million in just four months. 

The freeze, announced in November’s budget by Chancellor Philip Hammond following a U-turn on 

previous policy, was praised by the Wine & Spirit Trade Association. The organisation predicted at 

the time it would save the industry £274 million. Now it appears the Chancellor’s decision to scrap a 

planned increase in duty has brought benefits to the country’s accounts. […] 

Source: New Food, 19 July 2018 

 

A tale of two moralities: Politicians, doctors, use of addictive substances and lobbying 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2050324518789219  

Abstract: Alcohol use during the day is common amongst British MPs and Parliamentary staff even 

when Parliament is in session. MPs are frequently under the influence of alcohol when deciding on 

important bills, potentially affecting their judgement. Lobbying from the alcohol and the tobacco 

industries is rife in Parliament. What hope is there to change alcohol and tobacco policy in a more 

rational and healthy direction if the companies responsible for their harms are corrupting the 

political process in this fashion? We propose recommendations in line with the standards required 

for doctors. […] 

Source: Sage Journals, 18 July 2018 

 

Revealed: Number of Leicester alcoholics trapped on benefits because their heavy drinking means 

they cannot work 

https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/news/leicester-news/revealed-number-leicester-alcoholics-

trapped-1821494  

Hundreds of alcoholics in Leicester are trapped claiming benefits, according to a new Government 

study. New figures from Public Health England (PHE) show there are 400 people in the city whose 

heavy drinking means they cannot work. The numbers also reveal there are 280 people in 

Leicestershire claiming benefits because of alcoholism. The PHE data is based data on people 

qualifying for either Incapacity Benefit, Severe Disablement Allowance or Employment and Support 

Allowance, with alcohol misuse listed as the main disabling condition. […] 
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Source: Leicestershire Live, 25 July 2018 

 

Alcohol-related liver disease deaths among millennials increased 10% each year since recession, 

according to study 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/alcohol-deaths-liver-disease-us-cirrhosis-

recession-millennials-a8453306.html  

Alcohol-related liver disease deaths increased among millennials in America more than any other 

age group in the years following the 2008 recession, a new study has found. Researchers from the 

University of Michigan and VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System analysed hundreds of thousands of 

death certificates to track the rise in alcohol-related diseases between 2009 and 2016. The 

researchers focused on deaths caused by cirrhosis, a late-stage scarring of liver that is the end result 

of most chronic liver diseases. […] 

Source: The Independent, 19 July 2018 

 

Temporal associations of alcohol and tobacco consumption with cancer mortality 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2687388  

Question:  Are changes in population-level alcohol and tobacco consumption associated with 

changes in overall cancer mortality? Findings:  In this population-based cohort study, temporal 

associations of alcohol and tobacco consumption with cancer mortality overall were found using 

Australian time series data (1935-2014). An estimated 1-L decrease in alcohol consumption per 

capita and a 1-kg decrease in tobacco consumption per capita were associated with a decline of 3.9% 

and 16%, respectively, in overall cancer mortality across a 20-year period. Meaning:  Health policy 

interventions that can decrease population alcohol and tobacco consumption may lead to a 

reduction in cancer mortality over a 20-year period. […] 

Source: Jama Network, 13 July 2018 

 

Alcohol may be banned in all-inclusive resorts in Mallorca and Ibiza in a bid to crackdown on anti-

social behaviour 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-5959435/Alcohol-banned-inclusive-resorts-

Majorca-Ibiza.html  

Holidaymakers heading for all-inclusive hotels in Majorca and Ibiza could be forced to pay for alcohol 

under new rules. Tourism chiefs in the Balearic Islands have been promising tough action after 

expressing concern that unlimited booze is causing anti-social behaviour. Now, it is understood, 

discussions are progressing over the idea of ruling out free and unrestricted alcohol in the main 

holiday resorts and the suggestion is likely to go out for public consultation later this summer. […] 
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Source: Daily Mail, 16 July 2018 

 

Star Trek vodka contains alcohol ‘from space’ 

http://www.foxnews.com/food-drink/2018/07/22/star-trek-vodka-contains-alcohol-from-

space.html  

Star Trek fans will soon be able to own an alcohol that Captain Jean-Luc Picard himself would put 

down the Earl Grey for. Ten-Forward Vodka, made by Silver Screen Bottling Company and CBS 

Consumer Products, is created by sending a small batch of the alcohol out into the earth’s 

mesosphere using a high-altitude balloon, Food & Wine reported. […] 

Source: Fox News, 23 July 2018 
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