
 

Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service: 15 December – 21 December 2022 

 

NEWS 

Only a quarter of people are against alcohol sponsorship ban in sports 

Just one in four Scots would not support a ban on sports sponsorship by the alcohol industry, 

according to a national survey, The Ferret can reveal (The Ferret, 16 December). This story was 

covered in The National.  

Alcohol duty to stay frozen until August 2023 

Hated alcohol levies were due to be hiked on February 1, but Chancellor Jeremy Hunt will delay that 

move for an extra six months until August 1 (The Sun, 19 December). This story was covered in The 

BBC, The Guardian,  

New report highlight needs for long-term plan to tackle FASD in Scotland 
Scotland needs a long-term plan for helping health professionals identify foetal alcohol spectrum 

disorder (FASD), a new report has found (BBC, 20 December). 

Pledge to stop cheap alcohol being sold in supermarket has failed 

Launching his crackdown in 2012, former Prime Minister David Cameron said treating alcohol 

problems or the victims of drunken attacks costs the NHS £90 for every taxpayer – £2.7billion a year 

(The Mirror, 17 December).  

Teenage drinking is declining in France 

Alcohol, tobacco and cannabis use among French adolescents has seen a significant decrease over 

the last decade, according to a new study from the World Health Organization (Forbes, 16 

December). This story was covered in Euractiv.  

 

Views & Comments  

Deaths from alcohol-related liver disease in the UK: an escalating tragedy 
Michael E D Allison, Julia Verne, William Bernal, Michelle Clayton, Sam Cox, Ashwin Dhanda et al. 

The Lancet, 19 December. 
“In 2013, the UK National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death (NCEPOD) published 

Measuring the Units.” 

I don't drink. Don't hold that against me this holiday season. 
By Eman Quotah. USA Today, 16 December. 

https://theferret.scot/one-four-scots-oppose-ban-alcohol-advert-sport/
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https://eu.usatoday.com/story/opinion/voices/2022/12/16/alcohol-free-sober-fun-holidays/10846983002/


“You can have your cocktail, and I’ll have my mocktail. Teetotaling can be as enjoyable as drinking – 

we all like gathering and sharing joy with family and friends.” 

More Britons than ever are going alcohol-free this Christmas – this is what they’ll be 

drinking By Laura Hadland. The Telegraph, 15 December. 

“Cocktails and craft beers are on the menu – just without the hangover.” 

Bad hangovers? Why genetics, personality and coping mechanisms can make a difference 
By Craig Gunn. The Conversation, 16 December. 

“After a good night out you may not be surprised when you wake up feeling rough the next 

morning.” 

This is what being hungover does to your skin 

By Katie Wright. The Independent, 16 December. 

“Skin experts explain why alcohol is so damaging to your complexion – and what you can do to 

minimise the effects.” 

Want to pre-drink before going out? It probably won’t save you money, and can be risky 

to boot By Kim M Caudwell. The Conversation, 15 December. 

“You’re catching up with a few friends before you go out.” 

The 20 best mocktails and non-alcoholic drinks for ‘Dry January’ 2023 

By Sophie Cannon. The New York Post, 16 December. 

“Raise a glass to finishing out 2022, and then put it back down again for the rest of January.” 

Our governments are addicted to alcohol 
By Amir Barnea. The Toronto Star, 17 December. 

“Alcohol revenue that pays health-care expenses doesn’t make any sense, Amir Barnea writes.” 

Addiction must be recognized as an illness: associate minister 

By Nikki Cole. New Market Today, 19 December. 

“’We would never allow a cancer patient or someone with heart disease or diabetes to not get help. 

Why should we deny an addict help' Michael Tibollo says.” 

Qatar: Why women feel safer at World Cup 2022 
By Shaimaa Khalil. BBC, 16 December. 
"For me as a woman on my own, it feels safer without alcohol in the stadiums. I just don't like it when 

everyone is drunk." 

‘I went cross-eyed’: Australia’s former deputy PM taken to hospital after drinking entire 

bowl of kava 
By Amy Remeikis. The Guardian, 16 December. 
“Former Australian Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack has learned the hard way that being 

polite can be hazardous to your health.” 

 

Blogs 

Enyobeni: A tragedy of underage drinking 

In this blog post, Dr Laurine Platzky provides an in-detail analysis of the Enyobeni Tavern incident in 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/food-and-drink/drinks/how-do-booze-free-christmas-still-have-something-good-glass/#comment
https://theconversation.com/bad-hangovers-why-genetics-personality-and-coping-mechanisms-can-make-a-difference-196308?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%202495125005&utm_content=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%202495125005+CID_bb718ca9b0f53e459ac938b919d96902&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=Bad%20hangovers%20Why%20genetics%20personality%20and%20coping%20mechanisms%20can%20make%20a%20difference
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/skin-alcohol-hangover-anti-ageing-b2245797.html
https://theconversation.com/want-to-pre-drink-before-going-out-it-probably-wont-save-you-money-and-can-be-risky-to-boot-195098
https://nypost.com/article/best-mocktails-non-alcoholic-drinks/
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/16/i-went-cross-eyed-australias-former-deputy-pm-taken-to-hospital-after-drinking-entire-bowl-of-kava
https://shaap.org.uk/blog/391-enyobeni-a-tragedy-of-underage-drinking.html


South Africa, which saw 21 children die after consuming alcohol underage. Dr Platzky highlights the 

consequences of poorly implemented laws and policies in this tragedy and explores what this case 

means for future legislation around alcohol in South Africa. 

(SHAAP, 20 December) 

Banning alcohol advertising would give us more choice, not less 

The alcohol industry framing the Scottish Government’s proposed alcohol advertising ban as unfair – 

as it supposedly prevents consumers from being informed – is “deceptive and offensive” writes Jem 

Roberts, considering advertising influences what people drink and therefore reduces their freedom 

of choice. 

(Institute of Alcohol Studies, 20 December) 

Government urged to reconsider decision to freeze alcohol duty 

Dr Richard Piper, Chief Executive of Alcohol Change UK, is calling on the government to 

reconsider its decision urgently to freeze alcohol duty and instead to increase it in line with 

inflation to save lives. 

(Alcohol Change UK, December 2022) 

‘Fuel to the fire:’ Survey of ambulance service shows alcohol placing a huge demand on 

frontline workers 

A new survey of frontline workers at the North East Ambulance Service (NEAS) has found that 

alcohol-related call-outs are placing an avoidable demand on 9-in-10 staff. 

(Alcohol Health Alliance, 16 December) 

 

Watch/Listen  

Alcohol Statement – BBC News 
Statement in the Commons on alcohol duty, with the Exchequer secretary James Cartlidge, from 

Monday 19 December (35 min, audio).  

Dry January & temporary abstinence: is it worth it? – The Alcohol ‘Problem’ Podcast 
In this episode we talk to Prof. Matt Field about the evidence behind Dry January and temporary 

abstinence (35 min, audio). 

Developing autism-friendly services: ‘calm environments and a range of treatment options 

benefit everybody’ – SSA 
In the second episode of a two-part SSA podcast on autism and addiction, Rob Calder talks to 

colleagues from the Substance use, Alcohol and Behavioural Addictions in Autism (SABAA) project 

about personalising treatment, the gaps in the literature about autism and addiction, and the 

implications for research and policy (23 min, audio).  

 

Research 

Father’s episodic drinking and fathering involvement  
A new study aimed to increase understanding of the relationship between heavy episodic drinking 

(HED) and fathers' involvement in parenting in five countries. The study showed that heavy episodic 

drinking was associated with reduced positive fathering involvement, suggesting that interventions 

https://www.ias.org.uk/2022/12/20/banning-alcohol-advertising-would-give-us-more-choice-not-less/
https://alcoholchange.org.uk/blog/2022/government-urged-to-reconsider-decision-to-freeze-alcohol-duty
https://ahauk.org/news/aha-bulletin-december-2022/
https://ahauk.org/news/aha-bulletin-december-2022/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001h58k
https://alcoholpodcast.buzzsprout.com/1275176/11897719
https://www.addiction-ssa.org/developing-autism-friendly-services-calm-environments-and-a-range-of-treatment-options-benefit-everybody/


to increase fathers' involvement in parenting should include targeting reductions in fathers' HED.  

(doi: 10.1111/acer.14955).  

Mother’s alcohol consumption during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

New research examined changes in mothers’ alcohol consumption in the years after the first stay-at-

home orders in the US. The findings showed that, since the first wave of the pandemic, mothers are 

drinking less frequently; however, when they do drink, they are consuming more alcohol during the 

day (doi: 10.1093/alcalc/agac064).  

Sober women and alcohol marketing in the UK 

A new paper looked at research exploring how women who are sober manage and negotiate their 

non-drinking and sober identities in neo-liberal contexts that market alcohol products and 

consumption as a defining feature of feminine identities. Findings showed that women negotiated 

marketing messages within their everyday experiences of sobriety, with associations between 

drinking and motherhood, female friendship and empowerment, discussed as impacting their 

drinking, lived experience and sense of self (doi: 10.1080/09687637.2022.2145935).   

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/acer.14955?af=R
https://academic.oup.com/alcalc/advance-article/doi/10.1093/alcalc/agac064/6901912
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09687637.2022.2145935

