
 

Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service:  13 October – 20 October 2022 

 

NEWS 

The Chancellor reverses the freeze on alcohol duty 

Chancellor Jeremy Hunt has announced that the Government will scrap plans to freeze alcohol duty 

from next February, meaning Brits will be paying more for their booze (The Mirror, 18 October). 

Read the Government’s announcement. Read reactions from SHAAP, Alcohol Change UK and Alcohol 

Health Alliance.  

Whisky distillers and others from the alcohol industry warn against duty freeze reversal 
Whisky distillers have warned that the chancellor's decision to reverse a planned freeze in alcohol 

duty will hurt businesses already struggling with soaring costs (BBC News, 18 October). This story 

was covered by The Scotsman, The Daily Mail, The Scottish Daily Express, The Independent, I news,  

The Drinks Business, The Morning Advertiser, The Grocer and The Evening Standard.  

Students warned not to mix alcohol and drugs 

Students should be aware of the "toxic" dangers of mixing alcohol and other drugs, the Public Health 

Agency (PHA) has said (BBC News, 15 October).  

Increased glass costs will set wine prices soaring 

Brits are set to pay even more for wine next year, with suppliers facing huge increases in the cost of 

glass (The Grocer, 19 October).  

Alcohol-related deaths surged in Australia during lockdown 

The latest deaths data published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics on Wednesday shows that in 

2021, there were 1,559 people who died of an alcohol-induced death, comprising 1,156 men and 

403 women (The Guardian, 19 October). This story was covered in The Daily Mail.   

Over two thirds of mental-health professionals aren’t trained on PPAU in Ireland 

Seventy percent of mental-health professionals have had no training on parental problem-alcohol 

use (PPAU), according to a new study from University College Cork (UCC) and Alcohol Action Ireland 

(AAI). (EchoLive, 18 October).  

Celebrity News 

Former Reading manager Brian McDermott opened up on his battle with alcohol on national radio 

(Reading Chronicle, 19 October). Actor Tom Felton opens up about his experience with alcoholism in 

a new book (CNN, 19 October). Friends star Matthew Perry has said he was given just a 'two per cent 
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chance to live' after years of drug and alcohol abuse burst his colon and left him in a coma (LBC, 20 

October).  

 

Views & Comments  

A return to austerity will further damage the public’s health 
By Prof Michael Marmot. The British Medical Journal, 18 October. 
“Brutal public spending cuts will lead to increases in health inequalities, writes Michael Marmot.” 

Alcohol sector goes all in on e-labels amid mixed signals from EU 
By Gerardo Fortuna. Euractiv, 12 October. 
“Actions at the policy level and several initiatives pulled together by the alcohol industry point at 

digital means of conveying more information to consumers, but scepticism from part of the European 

Commission persists.” 

Grandma had just died and I was far from home. Then I had a drink – and the pain 

vanished. By Adrian Chiles. The Guardian, 12 October. 
“Lonely and heartbroken, I first tasted beer at the age of 14. Decades later, after consuming enough 

alcohol to fill a petrol tanker, I realised it was time to cut back.” 

I’m Not Going To Force Myself To Drink Anymore 

By Loren Cecil. BuzzFeed News, 18 October.  

“In honor of Sober October, I’ve decided that I will no longer have a drink — not even “just one”! — 

to make other people feel comfortable.” 

How AB InBev evolves inclusive marketing from good intentions to long-term strategy 
By Sara Karlovitch. Marketing Dive, 19 October. 

“Industry research discussed at Advertising Week found that ads scoring higher on a gender-equality 

index led to 24% higher short-term purchase intent.” 

What Happens To Your Body When You Don't Drink Alcohol For A Month 

By Pooja Shah. Huffington Post, 19 October. 

“Thinking about giving up drinking for a brief period of time? Here are the mental and physical 

changes you can expect.” 

Breaking The Seal: Why Does Alcohol Make You Pee So Much? 

By Francesca Benson. IFL Science, 18 October. 

“"The seal" doesn't exist – but alcohol's effect on your bladder is very real.” 

ICYMI: Weight gain from alcohol more complex than the 'beer belly' 
The Brussels Times, 10 October. 

“The term “beer belly” has always suggested that drinking lots of beer will make you fat.” 

Contributing to Licensing Policy Reviews: A Guide for Local Stakeholders 

By Alcohol Focus Scotland. October 2022 (pdf).  

“These documents are intended to provide local stakeholders with an indication of how the boards 

will manage the licensed premises in their area, outlining their approach to matters such as opening 

hours and children’s access.” 
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0ver 50 health organisations call on Netflix to ban alcohol advertising 
By The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education. October 2022.  

“The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) is calling on Netflix to exclude alcohol 

ads from their ad-supported model, to be released on 13 November.”  

 

 

Blogs 

How does the Late Night Levy spur change in the night-time economy? 

By Dr Elizabeth McGill et al. The Late Night Levy is a fee paid by alcohol retailers in some areas open 

after midnight, which is used to fund police and licensing authorities in order to reduce harm. The 

study looked at the impact of the Levy, whether it led to a reduction in harm, and whether it 

negatively affected businesses. 

(Institute of Alcohol Studies, 20 October) 

Finding sober spaces at university 

Socialising at university can be daunting for those that prefer to avoid alcohol. In this blog, Leilani 

van Someren, President of the Queen Mary Sober Socials society, shares some alcohol-free freshers’ 

tips. 

(Alcohol Health Alliance, 18 October) 

Gender double standards in drinking 

There continues to be gendered norms around men and women’s alcohol consumption and 

behaviour while drinking. Here Dr Amy Pennay explains those perceived differences and why such 

stereotypes matter. 

(Institute of Alcohol Studies, 17 October) 

Kym’s Blog: Industry’s Role in Health Inequalities 

By Kym Kestell. Non-communicable diseases (NCDs), such as heart disease, diabetes, stroke, liver 

disease and cancer, are the leading cause of death in Scotland, causing around 53,000 deaths in 

2021. 

(Voluntary Health Scotland, 19 October) 

Reflections on our Rights In Recovery Leadership Programme 

By Katie Pealing. “Earlier this year, I was part of the BIHR team working on our Rights in Recovery 

Leadership Programme with Scottish Recovery Consortium (SRC) delivering a human rights learning 

programme to people working in lived experience recovery organisations across Scotland.” 

(The British Institute of Human Rights, October 2022) 

How we talk about addiction matters 

By Hannah Shi, Professor Kelly Cosgrove, Professor Sherry McKee. Over the past decade, there has 

been a move in the research community to use person-first language and to avoid stigmatising 

words. 

(Institute of Alcohol Studies, 13 October) 

ICYMI: When sporting professionals oppose unhealthy and harmful sponsorships 

By Caterina Giorgi. “Recently, Kylian Mbappé – the world’s highest-paid soccer player – refused to 

be involved in marketing photos with KFC. While the French Football Federation’s official partner 

KFC was unimpressed by this action, they backflipped on comments made by an executive who 
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seemed to threaten legal action against the player.” 

(The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education, 06 October) 

 

Watch/Listen  

An introduction to the commercial determinants of health - SPECTRUM 
Chaired by Professor Linda Bauld, Director of SPECTRUM, and Dr Greg Fell, Vice-President of the 

Association of Directors of Public Health, the webinar provided an overview of the commercial 

determinants of health, industry strategies and discussed ways to counter these to improve the 

health of local communities (129min, video).  

Gender and Alcohol – BBC Thinking Allowed 

Laurie Taylor explores the male-dominated craft drink scene and finds out how young women and 

men feel about the ingredients of a 'proper night out' (28min, audio).  

Ending the silence around problem alcohol use in the home – AAI 
Awareness raising toolkit for issues faced by growing up with problem alcohol use in the home by 

Alcohol Action Ireland (audio and video). See the toolkit.  

Episode 19 of Life with Alcohol and Drugs – SFAD 

We are joined with Rebecca McColl, the Policy and Research Assistant here at Scottish Families, who 

chats about the Scottish Families Alcohol Action Group’s first report ‘It’s Everywhere’ (22min, audio).  

21 deaths from alleged alcohol poisoning in Peru – USA Today 

The intoxicated people were found on the streets of Huanuco last week after allegedly ingesting a 

toxic kind of alcohol sold as liquor. (Oct. 20) (AP Video shot by Manuel Clemente) (2min, video).  

 

Research 

Alcohol-specific deaths across Northern Ireland in 2021 

The total number of alcohol-specific deaths registered in 2021 was 351. This was the same as the 

previous year (351) and the joint highest since the start of the series, accounting for 2.0% of all 

deaths registered in 2021. Almost two-thirds (64.3%) of the 350 deaths were male, and over one 

third (35.7%) were female as alcohol-specific deaths continue to be more prevalent among the 45-54 

and 55-64 age groups (63.1%). Read the full report.  
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