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Wales minimum alcohol price set for March 2020 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-50068865  

A law setting a minimum alcohol price in Wales will come into force on 2 March, under Welsh 

Government plans. Ministers want retailers and bars to charge a minimum of 50p per unit - meaning 

a can of cider could cost at least £1 and a bottle of wine £4.69. Health minister Vaughan Gething 

confirmed the start date in a statement to assembly members. The policy, aimed at tackling alcohol-

related deaths, was pegged for last summer but has been delayed. […] 

Source: BBC news, 16 October 2019 

 

SNP deserves praise for controversial law that could have huge effect on Scotland - Tom Woods  

https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/snp-deserves-praise-for-controversial-law-

that-could-have-huge-effect-on-scotland-tom-wood-1-5022333  

Minimum alcohol pricing is showing early signs of success that, if they continue, should improve 

public health and cut crime, particularly public and domestic violence, writes Tom Wood. A little 

piece of good news was almost buried in the interminable political chaos last week – that the 

minimum alcohol pricing policy is starting to show results. […] 

Source: The Scotsman, 14 October 2019 

 

‘We must do more and we must do it quicker’: MSP Monica Lennon urges action to support the 

children of alcoholic parents 

https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/we-must-do-more-and-we-must-do-it-quicker-msp-monica-

lennon-urges-action-to-support-the-children-of-alcoholic-parents/  

A leading MSP has demanded more urgency to support the children of alcoholic parents. In Scotland, 

up to 51,000 children are estimated to live with a parent or carer with an alcohol problem. Monica 

Lennon, MSP for Central Scotland, previously told The Sunday Post how her father’s death in 2015 

was related to his alcoholism. Scottish ministers aim to provide mental health counsellors in every 
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secondary school in the country by September next year to tackle growing levels of anxiety and 

depression. […] 

Source: The Sunday Post, 13 October 2019 

 

Alcohol industry ‘puts pregnant women at risk’, researchers say 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/oct/14/alcohol-industry-pregnant-women-research-

health  

Alcohol firms and bodies they fund are encouraging women to drink in pregnancy – putting their 

unborn child in danger – by publishing false and misleading information about the risks involved, 

new research claims. The alcohol industry is ignoring scientific evidence as part of a drive to “nudge” 

mothers-to-be into drinking as part of a deliberate strategy to ensure women keep consuming their 

products because young people are turning away from them, researchers say. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 14 October 2019 

 

Government cuts to alcohol taxes linked to 2000 more alcohol-related deaths in England 

https://www.news-medical.net/news/20191011/Government-cuts-to-alcohol-taxes-linked-with-

2000-more-alcohol-related-deaths-in-England.aspx  

Government cuts to alcohol taxes have had dramatic consequences for public health, including 

nearly 2000 more alcohol-related deaths in England since 2012, according to new research from the 

University of Sheffield's School of Health and Related Research (ScHARR). The findings come as 

Chancellor Sajid Javid considers whether to cut or raise alcohol duty in the forthcoming Budget. The 

study modeled the impact of the UK Government's decision to abolish the alcohol duty escalator in 

2013; a policy which had previously seen alcohol prices rise at 2 per cent above annual inflation 

rates. […] 

Source: News Medical, 11 October 2019 

 

Edinburgh MSP lodges bill to create new offence of attacking shop workers 

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/crime/edinburgh-msp-lodges-bill-create-new-

offence-attacking-shopworkers-687539  

The law change would create a separate offence for assaulting retail staff with a maximum sentence 

of 12 months’ imprisonment or a £10,000 fine. And the law would also require the court to take it 

into account if an assault was directly linked to staff enforcing an age-related restriction, for example 

asking for ID before selling alcohol. […] 

Source: The Scotsman, 11 October 2019 
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Nearly 1.6 million patients haven’t been asked by their GP if they consume too much alcohol 

following the end of a Government-run scheme 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-7554265/GPs-stopped-asking-hundreds-thousands-

patients-drinking-alcohol.html  

Nearly 1.6million patients haven't been asked by their GP if they consume too much alcohol 

following the end of a Government-run scheme. Newcastle University experts scrutinised the move, 

which paid practices to screen new patients for excessive alcohol consumption. Data revealed 92 out 

of every 1,000 patients were quizzed in 2006, two years before the financial incentive was 

introduced in England. But the rate plummeted by three patients a month when the scheme was 

scrapped, according to the analysis of health records from 600 surgeries. […] 

Source: Daily Mail, 10 October 2019 

 

There’s a binge-drinking boom among older people – and here’s what that could be doing 

https://theconversation.com/theres-a-binge-drinking-boom-among-older-people-and-heres-what-

that-could-be-doing-124544  

Although enjoying a glass of red wine now and again may be healthy for your heart and gut, drinking 

too much alcohol can put you at higher risk of developing many serious health conditions. Heavy 

alcohol consumption has been linked to a number of health issues, including developing certain 

types of cancer, stroke, heart and liver disease, and brain damage. In older people, drinking 

unhealthy levels of alcohol can be even more damaging to health, and may cause memory loss, high 

blood pressure, balance problems, and worsen mental health. […] 

Source: The Conversation, 11 October 2019 

 

Children ‘interested in’ gambling and alcohol according to Facebook 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/oct/09/children-interested-in-gambling-and-

alcohol-facebook  

Facebook has marked hundreds of thousands of children as “interested in” adverts about gambling 

and alcohol, a joint investigation by the Guardian and the Danish Broadcasting Corporation has 

found. The social network’s advertising tools reveal 740,000 children under the age of 18 are flagged 

as being interested in gambling, including 130,000 in the UK. Some 940,000 minors – 150,000 of 

whom are British – are flagged as being interested in alcoholic beverages. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 09 October 2019 
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Sober October: Meet the people who say giving up alcohol is the best thing they’ve done 

https://metro.co.uk/2019/10/11/sober-october-meet-the-people-who-say-giving-up-alcohol-is-the-

best-thing-theyve-done-10863713/  

This month, people across the country will be swapping ciders for cordials as they take part in the 

national initiative Sober October, to raise money for charity. We often make jokes about how we are 

‘gasping for a drink’ or ‘pushing through Dry January’ but this language raises questions about how 

reliant we are on alcohol and how much it’s ingrained into everyday culture. Work drinks? Date 

night? Hen dos? The expectation for drinking is hard to escape. […] 

Source: Metro, 11 October 2019 

 

‘We’re not alone’: Sesame Street tackles addiction crisis 

https://apnews.com/8fa0f97b3b594c9fa610d78b5eeadb9c  

“Sesame Street” is taking a new step to try to help kids navigate life in America — it’s tackling the 

opioid crisis. Sesame Workshop is exploring the backstory of Karli, a bright green, yellow-haired 

friend of Elmo’s whose mother is battling addiction. The initiative is part of the Sesame Street in 

Communities resources available online. “Sesame Street” creators said they turned to the issue of 

addiction since data shows 5.7 million children under age 11 live in households with a parent with 

substance use disorder. […] 

Source: AP News, 10 October 2019 

SAVE THE DATE! The Global Alcohol Policy Conference 2020 is taking place in Dublin, Ireland from 
9-11 March next year. For information and to register: https://www.gapc2020.org  
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