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Brain damage caused by drinking reaches new peak 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/brain-damage-caused-by-drinking-rises-to-new-peak-1-

4766913  

The number of people being admitted to hospital with brain damage caused by alcohol has hit a new 

high in Scotland, it has emerged. Nearly two people a day have to be examined by health 

professionals as a result of excessive drinking having an impact on memory, learning and other 

cognitive skills. The figures came to light following a parliamentary question by Conservative shadow 

health secretary Miles Briggs. The Scottish Government figures showed there were 661 cases last 

year, an increase of 25 from 2015-16. […] 

Source: The Scotsman, 11 July 2018 

 

Charity calls for review of alcohol marketing regulation 

https://jerseyeveningpost.com/news/uk-news/2018/07/05/charity-calls-for-review-of-alcohol-

marketing-regulation/  

A charity has called for a Government review of how alcohol marketing is regulated, claiming the 

current watchdog is inconsistent and operates without scrutiny. The new charity, formed by the 

merger of Alcohol Concern and Alcohol Research UK, said its investigation of 12 years of regulatory 

decisions by the industry-funded Portman Group found inconsistent decisions, meaning that neither 

producers nor consumers could rely on it for guidance. It also said there was no appeal body for the 

watchdog’s decisions, and claimed that its role in reducing alcohol-related harm was “neither clear 

nor explicit”. […] 

Source: Jersey Evening Post, 06 July 2018 

 

Kick out alcohol advertising on TV 

https://www.newsguardian.co.uk/news/kick-out-alcohol-advertising-on-tv-1-9241593  
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Time is being called on alcohol sponsorship in sports. As the World Cup continues, officials at 

Balance – the North East Alcohol Office – say there is more risk of children being exposed to alcohol 

adverts. They have teamed up with local sports clubs, including Forest Hall YPC Under 15s, to give 

children the best start to a healthy active life. During the UEFA Euro 2016 tournament, researchers 

found there were more than 100 alcohol marketing messages per televised match in the UK, France 

and Ireland. […] 

Source: News Guardian, 09 July 2018 

 

‘If England gets beaten, so will she’: shocking new campaign shows domestic violence incidents 

spike during the World Cup 

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/news-life/if-england-gets-beaten-so-will-she-shocking-

campaign-shows-domestic-violence-incidents-spike-during-world-cup/news-

story/56737284a00bf789d0906b8db55b6391  

WHILE millions of excited British football fans are gearing up for England’s World Cup semi final 

against Croatia on Thursday, thousands of women and children in abusive households are preparing 

for the worst. Domestic violence incidents increase during major sporting events like the World Cup 

and British emergency services expect abuse to spike following Thursday’s game, especially if 

England loses. A shocking new photo campaign from the UK’s National Centre for Domestic Violence 

(NCDV) has launched ahead of the match, with the tagline, “If England gets beaten, so will she.” […] 

Source: News.au.com, 11 July 2018 

 

Former public health minister reveals the terrible fall-out from her mother’s alcoholism 

https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/985590/Mother-alcoholism-health-minister-addiction-speech  

Caroline Flint said that for years she kept her mother’s struggles – which resulted in an early death – 

a secret. Now she is backing a major new report on alcohol-related harm, calling for there to be a 

“national conversation” to end the stigma around alcoholism. Speaking in Parliament last week, the 

Labour MP for Don Valley in South Yorkshire admitted she kept her mother Wendy’s illness under 

wraps for more than a decade because it was “too painful”. Ms Flint, 56, was 28 when her mother 

died aged 45 from liver damage. […] 

Source: Sunday Express, 08 July 2018 

 

Risks to children the ‘biggest social justice challenge of our time’ 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/jul/04/risks-to-children-the-biggest-social-justice-

challenge-of-our-time  
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The children’s commissioner for England has said the risks faced by deprived young people are “the 

biggest social justice challenge of our time”, after publishing research that suggests one in six minors 

live in families affected by parental addiction, mental illness or domestic violence. Anne Longfield 

said that of the estimated 2.1 million children in England in vulnerable family situations, as many as 

1.6 million were “invisible” to a social support system that effectively ignored them until their 

problems escalated to crisis point, at which they risked being taken into care. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 04 July 2018 

 

Retired Irish men aged 50+ are more likely to have alcohol problem, study finds 

https://www.irishmirror.ie/news/irish-news/retired-irish-men-aged-50-12881014  

Men who are over 50 and retired are more likely to have a boozing problem, research has found. 

The study carried out by the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland suggests “older adults remain 

vulnerable to alcohol-related harm”. It revealed more than half of middle-aged males binge drink 

and 22% of females over 50 have also been reported to booze heavily. Men and women who are 

highly educated consume alcohol more frequently while retired men are significantly more likely” to 

binge drink. […] 

Source: Irish Mirror, 08 July 2018 

 

Alcohol and heart health 

https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/alcohol-and-heart-health-2018070614199  

I’m not a regular drinker, nor a teetotaler. But like many people, I enjoy the occasional glass of wine 

with dinner, and nothing tastes better than an ice-cold beer on a sweaty summer day. Besides, some 

alcohol is a toast to my long-term heart health. At least that’s what the science says, right? Not 

really. When it comes to alcohol and heart health, the existing research is quite conflicting — some 

studies say alcohol improves heart health, while others imply the opposite. […] 

Source: Harvard Health Publishing, 06 July 2018 

 

Tackling alcohol-related anti-social behaviour through Civil Injunctions and Criminal Behaviour 

Orders 

https://www.alcoholconcern.org.uk/tackling-alcohol-related-anti-social-behaviour-through-civil-

injunctions-and-criminal-behaviour-

orders?utm_source=Communications&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=9632060_AHA%20new

sletter%20%E2%80%93%2010%20July%202018&utm_content=anti-

social%20behaviour&dm_i=1V12,5QG58,K6BMMX,MCBNW,1  
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The Government estimates that alcohol misuse costs the criminal justice system £11bn every year, 

though this is liable to be lower than the actual cost. People with alcohol problems emerging from 

the criminal justice system may also place a burden on other health, housing and social care 

services. Alcohol Concern, which recently merged with Alcohol Research UK, has created the Blue 

Light project, a national initiative to develop alternative approaches and care pathways for 

dependent drinkers. … This research explores whether better use could be made of these new 

powers in order to have a positive and constructive impact on alcohol-related crime and anti-social 

behaviour. It looks at the experiences of people involved in applying and delivering these orders, and 

seeks to capture both their practical experiences and their views on what their potential strengths 

might be. […] 

Source: Alcohol Concern UK website, 13 June 2018 

 

Study examines alcohol’s effect on sexual aggression 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/07/180705114017.htm  

A new Aggressive Behavior study has examined alcohol's "in the moment" effects on sexual 

aggression, or the acute effects of alcohol on men's decisions about how to respond to sexual 

refusals in a dating simulation.[…] 

Source: Science Daily, 05 July 2018 

 

Drunk seagulls taken to RSPCA centre after ‘drinking discarded alcohol on beach’ 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/07/05/drunk-seagulls-taken-rspca-centres-drinking-

discarded-alcohol/  

Drunken seagulls have been taken to RSPCA welfare centres after drinking discarded alcohol on the 

beach, the charity has warned. The RSPCA centre at West Hatch near Taunton, Somerset, has had 

nearly 30 drunken birds "reeking of alcohol" in two weeks. One theory is that they could be drinking 

leftover alcohol at beaches across the South West rendering them too drunk to walk or fly. […] 

Source: Daily Telegraph, 05 July 2018 
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